
MCCMC LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026, 8:00 AM
City of Larkspur, Larkspur Library (Community Room) - 10 Rose Lane Larkspur, CA 94939
or Teleconference: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88326428007
Call-In Number: +1 669 444 9171 Meeting ID: 883 2642 8007
Call To Order
Chair Fredericks called the meeting to order at 8:01am.

In-Person Attendees:
Pat Ravasio, Corte Madera Councilmember 
Joan Cox, Sausalito Councilmember
Pat Eklund, Novato Councilmember
Alice Fredericks, Tiburon Councilmember (Chair)
Barbara Coler, Fairfax Councilmember (Vice Chair)
Caroline Joachim, Mill Valley Vice Mayor
Sarah Margules, Larkspur Councilmember
Jane Cooper, Belvedere Councilmember
 
Nancy Hall Bennett, CalCities
Dan Schwarz, Larkspur City Manager

Online Attendees:  
Kyra Ross, CPPG (CalCities Lobbyist)
Kindra Begley, CPPG

AGENDA 
A. WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS 
B. PUBLIC COMMENT - No public comment. 
C. REPORT/UPDATES 
Nancy Hall Bennett, Regional Public Affairs Manager-North Bay Division, League of California Cities - Nancy Hall Bennett gave a report on upcoming North Bay Division events including a session on Council Best Practices and an opening recruitment for the Division 2nd Vice President. Nancy also noted that the CalCities Annual Conference will be September 23 to 25th in Anaheim.
D. REPORT/UPDATES
Melissa Apuya, District Director - Office of Assemblymember Damon Connolly 
Not in attendance, no report.
E. REPORT/UPDATES
Rhett Acosta, District Representative - Office of Senator Mike McGuire 
Not in attendance - no report.

F. REPORT/UPDATES - California Public Policy Group
Kyra Ross noted that California’s Board of Forestry and Fire Protection held its Zone 0 Advisory Committee meeting on April 23, where it released the latest draft of its long-awaited defensible space regulations. The proposal creates a stricter “Safety Zone” within one foot of a home where all combustible vegetation must be removed, while still allowing some low-growing plants in the remainder of the five-foot “Zone 0” area. The latest draft emphasizes education and outreach over penalties, and reflects a balanced, phased approach with local flexibility. The rules would only apply to properties in the high-risk fire zones.  

If adopted, homeowners would have three years to bring their landscaping into compliance, and up to five years for larger changes like removing combustible fencing. New home construction would need to comply immediately upon completion. The Board continues to seek public input before forwarding a recommendation to the full Board of Forestry and Fire Protection for final consideration and approval, with an eye towards finalizing the regulations by the end of the year.  

She also noted that the Governor released the May Revision on May 14th. The $246.6 billion budget attempts to address the significant deficit facing the state’s next Governor (and to protect against his political vulnerabilities). Due in large part to a significant windfall in extra revenue ($16.5 billion) from artificial intelligence and tech investors, the Governor’s revised budget would eliminate California’s deficit for at least the next two years.  

Key Highlights for Local Government:

· The May Revision proposes to create and provide $100 million for a disaster Rebuilding Fund to assist homeowners seeking to rebuild in the wake of natural disasters, such as wildfire. 

· The May Revision contains no new funding for the Homeless, Housing, Assistance and Prevention (HHAP) program or the state’s affordable housing development programs but does indicate that the Administration “looks forward to working with the Legislature in the coming weeks to continue to prioritize the state’s investments in addressing the housing and homeless crisis.”

· The May Revision also includes trailer bill proposals to reduce the imposition of local development fees on affordable housing projects by: (1) treating the waiver of local development fees as a local contribution to affordable housing projects; and (2) prohibiting local governments from imposing development fees on affordable housing projects when the local government is one of the applicants seeking state funding for the project.

Last week, the LAO in their May Revision analysis warned that the state’s underlying budget condition remains weak and that the State is on shaky ground if a recession occurs. 

The legislature has until June 15th to send the Governor a budget.

Ms. Ross noted that it’s been a busy year for the legislature. There's a continued focus on streamlining permitting for housing, attention on homelessness, including HHAP funding or lack thereof, the use of AI, AI in the workplace and what that means for local governments, bill packages on E-Bikes and Data Centers.  We've also seen a problematic bill on PEPRA and a bill on Information Practices come back to life.  

This week is the House of Origin deadline and bills must pass off of the floors by Friday’s deadline.  Next week, policy committees in the second house will begin hearing bills. The update on November 2026 ballot measures will be provided at the June meeting.
G. COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
Action Items (10):
1. AB 2296 (Papan) Land use.
· Motion by Pat Eklund to SUPPORT 
· Second by Barbara Coler
· Motion passes 8-0

2. AB 2433 (Alvarez) Housing development: density bonus.
· Motion by Barbara Coler to OPPOSE UNLESS AMENDED to specify that any qualifying ministerial project must comply with local objective development standards and establish a minimum number of percentage of deed-restricted for-sale units affordable to low-income households in order to qualify for additional density bonus incentives or concessions, consistent with the longstanding structure of Density Bonus Law.
· Second by Joan Cox
· Friendly amendment by Pat Eklund to include amending the bill to remove the bill’s authorization for two additional Density Bonus Law incentives.
· Amended Motion passes 8-0

3. SB 866 (Blakespear) Homeless Housing, Assistance, and Prevention program: housing element.
· Motion by Joan Cox to OPPOSE 
· Second by Caroline Joachim
· Motion passes 8-0

4. SB 1117 (Cervantes) Accessory dwelling units and junior accessory dwelling units.
· Motion by Pat Eklund to OPPOSE
· Second by Joan Cox
· Caroline Joachim noted that Mill Valley already has a support position 
· Motion passes 8-0

5. AB 1821 (Pacheco) California Public Records Act: agency response time.
· Motion by Pat Eklund to SUPPORT
· Second by Joan Cox
· Motion passes 8-0

6. SB 1159 (Cabaldon) Artificial intelligence: transparency and governance.
· Motion by Pat Ravasio to SUPPORT
· Second by Sarah Margulies
· Motion passes 8-0

7. AB 2033 (Papan) Local Agency Public Construction Act: job order contracting.
· Motion by Joan Cox to SUPPORT
· Second by Barbara Coler
· Motion passes 8-0

8. SB 922 (Laird) Vehicles: local agency charges: use of streets or highways.
· Motion by Pat Eklund to SUPPORT
· Second by Sarah Margules
· Motion passes 8-0

9. AB 2346 (Wilson) Vehicles: electric bicycles and speed limits.
· Motion by Pat Eklund Joan Cox to SUPPORT
· Second by Joan Cox
· Motion passes 8-0

10. SB 1167 (Blakespear) Vehicles: electric bicycles.
· Motion by Pat Eklund to SUPPORT
· Second by Pat Ravasio
· Motion passes 8-0

Watch Bills (6):
1. SB 1005 (Caballero) Local agency: payment: rounding amount.
2. AB 1680 (Calderon) California FAIR Plan Association. 
3. AB 1621 (Wilson) Post Entitlement Phase Permits: Housing Accountability Act.
4. AB 1383 (McKinnor) Public employees’ retirement benefits.
5. SB 1187 (Durazo) Open meetings: majority.
6. AB 1337 (Ward) Information Practices Act of 1977.

Bills with Position Status (3):
1. AB 1708 (Solache) Homeless Housing, Assistance & Prevention program
2. AB 262 (Caloza) California Individual Assistance Act
3. AB 306 (Schultz) Building regulations: state building standards.

H. CHAIR'S REPORT - Chair Alice Fredricks noted the long standing informal practice of the Chair having the ability to take a position on legislation in-between MCCMC legislative committee meetings if the need should arise (if consistent with positions taken during the session). Pat Eklund noted that the practice has been subject to two conditions: 1) Cal Cities has taken a position on the legislation or issue and 2) MCCMC has taken a position, but the legislation or issue has changed. The Committee asked that the issue be agendized for the next meeting for further discussion.

          I. CALENDAR 
                           Upcoming MCCMC Legislative Committee Meetings and Events:  
· Monday, June 22, 2026
· Monday, July 27, 2026
· Monday, August 24, 2026
(all to be held at the Larkspur Library)
J.  ADJOURN 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:59am.
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