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MCCMC LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2026, 8:00 AM
City of Larkspur, Larkspur Library (Community Room) - 10 Rose Lane Larkspur, CA 94939
or Teleconference: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88326428007
Call-In Number: +1 669 444 9171 Meeting ID: 883 2642 8007
Call To Order
Councilmember Margulies called the meeting to order at 8:06am.

In-Person Attendees:
Pat Eklund, Novato Councilmember
Alice Fredericks, Tiburon Councilmember (Chair)
Barbara Coler, Fairfax Councilmember (Vice Chair)
Caroline Joachim, Mill Valley Vice Mayor
Sarah Margulies, Larkspur Councilmember
Jane Cooper, Belvedere Councilmember
Rachel Kertz, San Rafael Vice Mayor
 
Nancy Hall Bennett, CalCities
Dan Schwarz, Larkspur City Manager

Christine Parini, MCCMC Secretary/Treasurer

Online Attendees:  
Kyra Ross, CPPG (CalCities Lobbyist)
Kindra Begley, CPPG
Joan Cox, Sausalito Councilmember


AGENDA 
A. WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS 
B. PUBLIC COMMENT - No public comment. 
C. REPORT/UPDATES 
Nancy Hall Bennett, Regional Public Affairs Manager-North Bay Division, League of California Cities 
In attendance – On AB 1621 we've had many meetings with Assemblymember Wilson. We are working hard to try to find a place where we can, um, remove our oppose at this point. It’s been a very challenging bill for us. We remain as opposed unless amended. We’re asking for two amendments: As part of the review, the local agency shall not require or request more than two plan checks and specification reviews in connection with an application for a building permit. nless the local agency's requirements or request for additional review is accompanied by written findings identifying the permit standards which the plans do not comply.

REPORT/UPDATES
Melissa Apuya, District Director - Office of Assemblymember Damon Connolly 
Not in attendance, no report.
D. REPORT/UPDATES
Rhett Acosta, District Representative - Office of Senator Mike McGuire 
Not in attendance - no report.

E. REPORT/UPDATES - California Public Policy Group
Kyra Ross, CPPG (CalCities Lobbyist)

Ms Ross noted that California’s policy deadline is July 2nd. We are in a very, very busy time of year. We're just two weeks out from the legislative policy deadline of July 2nd when all bills must be heard and passed out by a policy committee no later than July 2nd.  

· State budget: The Legislature passed the budget on June 15, and the Governor must sign it by June 27. Key inclusions discussed were HHAP (Homeless Housing, Assistance Prevention) funding, SB 417 for a $10 billion affordable housing bond, and Proposition 36 retail theft funding.
· Advanced Clean Fleets: Draft regulations would require cities to enforce contractor compliance. Cal Cities, CSAC, and others have raised concerns. A gut-and-amend bill by Assemblymember Avila Farias is also in play. Ms Ross doesn't feel that it is appropriate for local agencies to go after our contractors and making sure that they are complying with advanced clean fleets. More to come.
· November ballot: The committee discussed the Howard Jarvis tax measure, the billionaire tax proposal, and the Cal Chamber essential services measure. The Howard Jarvis and billionaire tax measures may be withdrawn by the June 25 deadline following the Governor’s request. A month ago, they were polling at about 37% approval, which is incredibly low.
· Zone Zero: The regulation passed the state board and is heading to the Office of Administrative Law. It is expected to take effect by the end of the year, applying immediately to new construction with three- and five-year phase-ins.
Bill Amendments Noted
· AB 306: The bill was gutted again, and the committee’s original oppose position is no longer applicable.
· AB 1821 (CPRA response time): The bill was amended to provide a 10–14 business day response period. New additions related to commercial PRA fees and malicious-intent findings may face resistance in the Judiciary Committee and a potential Governor veto.
· SB 866 (HAP reporting): The author committed to exempting cities under 50,000 population. Cal Cities is seeking further amendments to move reporting to the Annual Progress Report instead of the housing element.
· AB 262: The bill was completely gutted and is now a “pink alert” bill for homeless women and pregnant individuals. The committee’s original position is no longer relevant.
Pending Confirmation
· Confirm whether Cal Cities will issue an updated letter on AB 1621 following the June 3 amendments.
· Confirm the Governor’s stance on AB 1383, including whether state-level cost negotiations could result in amendments that protect the state while leaving local agencies exposed.
· Confirm the final status of the Howard Jarvis and billionaire tax ballot measures by the June 25 deadline.
Open Questions
· Whether “application deemed complete” language, as suggested by Joan Cox, adequately addresses repeated incomplete developer resubmittals under AB 1621. The committee concluded that it likely does not resolve the core issue.
· Chair succession: The current chair has served for approximately 20 years, and the committee will consider opening the position at year-end. how much authority the chair has to write follow-up letters between sessions on the agenda for next time.

G. COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
Action Items (10):
Action Items (3): 
 
1. Minutes - May 26, 2026 - Action item: Review/approve. 
Pat Eklund moved to approve. Sarah Margulies seconded. Approve 8-0
2. AB 1621 (Wilson) Post Entitlement Phase Permits: Housing   Accountability Act. 
Joan Cox: If we could add into our recommended amended language the proviso that it's two reviews once the application is deemed complete, that I think would address this back and forth. [Aim to] disincentivize the developers to try to use up their two times by simply transmitting incomplete applications. Sarah Margulies motioned to follow Cal Cities’ position. Pat Eklund seconded. Motion passed 8-0. No public comment online.
3. AB 1383 (McKinnor) Public employees’ retirement benefits. 
Ms Hall Bennett: The bill was referred for this week. A new letter will be updated. 
Ms Ross - high priority for Cal Cities. 1383 is a very significant rollback of PEPRA, probably the most significant since 2013. It is framed as a firefighter and public safety recruitment and retention bill. The practical effect is higher long-term pension costs for cities, mostly on the safety side. CalPERS came back with an annual state cost to the state of $380 million. Cal Cities has a strong oppose on this. Pat Eklund moved to oppose. Sarah Margulies seconded. Move to oppose: 8-0  No public comment online.

 
Watch Bill: 
 
1. AB 1164 (Ransom) Voter Bill of Rights. 
It repeals the California Voting Rights Act of 2001 and enacts a new version of that. It is sponsored by a very large group of Democratic voters. It eliminates the bi-district safe harbor that is in place today. It creates two new causes of action under voter suppression and vote dilution. It removes that requirement they have to live in the jurisdiction. It requires pre-clearance: a city with a court approved settlement admitting liability, they now have to go through a new process. Ms Ross expressed two concerns: for communities that have looked at districts or gone to districts, their protections are no longer there, so it opens up the ability to be sued over your districts and over the Voting Rights Act. Second, we think this sort of creates an open sort of season on Voting Rights Act on from all sides. Make sure it's on the agenda for next time as an acting item.
 
 
Bills with Position Status: 
 
AB 262 (Caloza) California Individual Assistance Act it's a pink alert for the California Housing and Homeless Agency. So they're trying to apply for homeless, female homeless individuals, a pink alert. So this is similar to like the silver alert for aging.

H. CHAIR'S REPORT - Chair Alice Fredricks noted the long-standing informal practice of the Chair having the ability to take a position on legislation in-between MCCMC legislative committee meetings if the need should arise (if consistent with positions taken during the session). Pat Eklund noted that the practice has been subject to two conditions: 1) Cal Cities has taken a position on the legislation or issue and 2) MCCMC has taken a position, but the legislation or issue has changed. The Committee asked that the issue be agendized for the next meeting for further discussion.

          I. CALENDAR 
                           Upcoming MCCMC Legislative Committee Meetings and Events:  
· Monday, July 27, 2026
· Monday, August 24, 2026
· Monday, October 26, 2026
(all to be held at the Larkspur Library)
J.  ADJOURN 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05am.
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