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Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC) Report to MCCMC1 
   September 2025 

 
 
RICHMOND-SAN RAFAEL BRIDGE PILOT PROJECT MODIFICATIONS:   
 
On August 7, 2025, the Commission, after a long hearing, approved CALTRANS revised permit that makes 
permanent the lower deck third travel lane.  It also changes bicycle and pedestrian access on the upper deck 
by limiting it to Thursday afternoon through Sunday, and enables Caltrans to use the third lane from Monday 
through Thursday morning as a breakdown lane.  MTC also will begin its process to modify the toll bridge 
approach to make entering the bridge more efficient and begin studying whether/how the third lane can be 
used as an HOV/mass transit lane.   
 
In addition, the permit calls for construction, use and maintenance of a new 23,971-square-foot public access 
area, consisting of six parking spaces, a picnic table and benches, a trash receptacle, two benches on a 
pedestrian bridge over a seasonal wetland, and landscaping on the Marin County shoreline, north of the 
freeway and east of the San Rafael Rod and Gun Club.  Lastly, CALTRANS is required through June 30, 2029, 
place informational signage for a bicycle and pedestrian shuttle stop at the Vista Point parking lot in the City of 
San Rafael. 
 
For more information, please refer to following link to the BCDC staff report:   Staff Recommendation 
 
INITIATE UPDATING THE CARTOGRAPHY IN THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY PLAN MAPS:   
 
The Commission approved on September 5, 2025 a request from staff to: (1) initiate the formal process to 
consider an amendment to the San Francisco Bay Plan to update the cartography of the Bay Plan maps and 
data citations to improve clarity, accuracy, and ADA-accessibility; and (2) schedule a public hearing to consider 
the proposed amendment. This amendment is for cartographic purposes only and will not result in any policy 
changes to the Bay Plan.  
 
Specifically, the proposed Bay Plan Amendment will: 
 
 • Improve visual clarity and legibility of the maps. The revised maps will align with current federal US 
Geological Survey (USGS) and other mapping standards and address some of the confusing labeling and 
imprecision in the current maps. The revised maps will also include landmark labels, make Priority Use Area 
labeling easier to understand, and increase the font size of the labels to improve legibility; 
 

• Accessibility. The revised maps will conform to more ADA compliant best practices for color contrast 
and legibility. • Update data sources using best available regional resources.1 The revised maps will use the 
regional data identified in the Regional Shoreline Adaptation Plan for reference features (e.g. transportation 
lines and tidal marsh extent), digitize features from historic documents where records are missing (e.g. salt 
marsh/managed wetland, scenic drives, and scenic vistas), incorporate elements of BCDC’s draft Jurisdictional 
Screening map, and show additional regional context (e.g. county boundaries, SF Bay Trail); and, 

 
• Modernize the mapping approach to streamline future PUA map updates. BCDC staff will migrate 

map development and staging to GIS, making maps more accurate and consistent with our published Priority 

 
1  Marin County Council of Mayors and Councilmembers (MCCMC).  For questions, contact Councilmember Pat Eklund; City of 
Novato at: pateklund@comcast.net; and/or 415-336-9913 (cell). 

https://www.bcdc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/354/2024/12/Item-9_RSR-Bridge-Staff-Recommendation_08.07.2025.pdf
mailto:pateklund@comcast.net
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Use Area data. Publishing the maps using GIS would ensure the maps show accurate Priority Use Area 
boundaries, make the maps more efficient to update for future Bay Plan map amendments, and better align 
the Bay Plan Maps with the online mapping application. 
 
 
REGIONAL SHORELINE ADAPTATION PLAN:      
 
As previously featured in BCDC reports, BCDC adopted the Regional Shoreline Adaptation Plan (RSAP) and 
Guidelines for the preparation of sea level rise plans by cities and counties throughout the SF Bay Area.  Local 
governments in the Bay Area are required to develop Subregional Shoreline Adaptation Plans (Plans), pursuant 
to SB 272. Following is the link to the RSAP:  Regional Shoreline Adaptation Plan: One Bay Vision, Strategic Regional 
Priorities, and Subregional Shoreline Adaptation Plan Guidelines 
 
BCDC developed the RSAP Atlas which is a tool to help create Plans that comply with these requirements. It 
includes regionwide data on coastal flood hazards, community vulnerability, environmental assets, critical 
infrastructure and other existing conditions, Strategic Regional Priorities, and nature-based adaptation 
suitability.  This Atlas allows you to:  1. Map how sea level rise might affect your community; 2. Generate Plan 
submittals; and 3. Download GIS data.  To access 
the Atlas click here:  RSAP Atlas (Beta).  There is a 
great User Guide to help navigate the RSAP Atlas 
which can be accessed by clicking here:  RSAP Atlas 
User Guides.  One of the pages in this user guide 
provides more detailed information about how to 
begin this process and other pages highlight 
resources available. 
 
I encourage all parties involved with this effort 
(city managers, staff, elected officials and public, 
etc) to review the material provided by BCDC and 
what will be needed in the plans prior to submittal 
to BCDC for approval. 
 
 
CEQA CHANGES: 
 
The California State legislature approved and the Governor signed two bills AB 130 and SB 131 that ‘streamline 
CEQA.  Specifically, AB 130 establishes exemptions for urban infill housing projects along with changes to tribal 
consultations and establishes ‘shot clock’ provisions for lead agencies.  SB 131 requires environmental review 
for projects that would otherwise be exempt from CEQA and provides for additional exemptions.  BCDC’s 
authority to regulate bay fill to protect Bay resources and provide maximum feasible public access does not 
change since BCDC’s authority comes from the McAteer-Petris Act.  If there are any questions, highly suggest 
you contact your city/county attorney. 
 
 
 

https://www.bcdc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/354/2024/12/regional-shoreline-adaptation-plan.pdf
https://www.bcdc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/354/2024/12/regional-shoreline-adaptation-plan.pdf
https://rsap-atlas.bcdc.ca.gov/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6cd40a0af3d5455dbbbd95a328b4ccdd
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6cd40a0af3d5455dbbbd95a328b4ccdd

